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James Rickerby from the Infrastructure Advisory Group, and I’m based in the Leeds Office in the UK. 

I’m presenting on a nearly completed piece of work which was for our major UK client Highways England who operate and effectively own the major strategic road network in England.

They wanted a future master plan and vision for the network – DfT  “Our ambition for the next 25 years is to revolutionise our strategic roads to create a modern Strategic Road Network (SRN) that supports a modern Britain.” 

This is a small piece of the overall work which runs to over 600 pages and may in the coming months become a published piece of government documentation.



Demand drivers & Critical Uncertainties

Societal change 

Technological uptake

Economic sustainability

Environment and wellbeing

Politics
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Our research  and foresighting element of the work looked into the critical uncertainties and drivers for change which may appear in the coming decades

We looked particularly at societal and demographic changes, technology development and uptake, economic sustainability and growth, environmental, sustainability and resilience issues and political uncertainties. 

These then focused into 9 key research trends grouped under Demand, Infrastructure and Vehicles – which we then produced 5 key critical theme paths for Highways England and their decisions in the next 30 years. 
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Economic sustainability
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Economic sustainability
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Economic sustainability

Trade & Borders

Reduced trade 
with Europe?


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Increased trade in 
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Reducing global 
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
Increased on-demand 
consumption?



Environment & wellbeing

More than

two thirds
of transport-related greenhouse gas 
emissions are from road transport

Emissions and Climate Change



Climate Resilience
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Technological development
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Bloomberg New Energy Finance (April, 2017) When Will Electric Vehicles be Cheaper than Conventional Vehicles?
Estimated $US pre-tax retail sales price for battery-electric vs internal combustion vehicles (similar mid-sized family vehicle)

Price parity for electric cars –
reductions in battery cost

Technological development
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Political

Policy integration Regulation

Transport

Energy Industry Future vehicles
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